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Sheriff Rutherford regularly participated in 
Crime Prevention Walks throughout the city to 
meet with and listen to citizens one-on-one in 
their own neighborhoods. He hosted live Inter-
net Call-In shows, established the Six Pillars 
of Character Award, and regularly recognized 
employees for their good works. In all of these 
ways, John led the 3,000 men and women at 
our Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office to become a 
vital and interwoven part in the fabric of our 
community. 

Sheriff John Rutherford led our Jacksonville 
Sheriff’s Office for 12 years. He was an effec-
tive leader and his quiet, firm voice was al-
ways listened to during times of alarm. I am 
proud to call him friend and thank him for his 
service. 

f 

NASHVILLE COMMUNITY HIGH 
SCHOOL HORNETTES 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the third state victory of the 
Nashville Community High School Hornettes 
as the Class 2A softball state champions. 

On June 6, 2015, the Hornettes won the 
Class 2A State Championship in a 1–0 victory 
over Brimfield. I would like to congratulate 
freshman Mackenzie McFeron for scoring the 
game’s only run, after reaching base on a 
bunt single. 

I would like to congratulate Coach Dempsey 
Witte for leading the team to three state tro-
phies in the past four years. I would also like 
to congratulate senior, Maci Ingram, who 
pitched for the team in all three state appear-
ances. My congratulations go out to the entire 
coaching staff and team comprised of: Maci 
Ingram, Jordi Harre, Emily Thompson, Daley 
Buchanan, Karly Stanowski, Brooke Bartling, 
Paige Kasten, Dierdra Holzhauer, Brooke 
Burcham, Mackenzie McFeron, Jordan 
Stiegman, Alli Liske, Bethany Hinkle, Charlie 
Heck, Dakota Hunter, Patrick Weathers, Joey 
Lane, trainer John Becker, and head coach 
Dempsey Witte. 

I look forward to the continued success of 
the Nashville Community High School 
Hornettes. I extend my best wishes for an-
other outstanding season next year. 
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INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 16, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2596) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activities of 
the United States Government, the Commu-
nity Management Account, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, as a senior 
member of the Homeland Security Committee 
and Ranking member of the Judiciary Commit-

tee’s Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, 
Homeland Security, and Investigations, I rise 
in opposition to H.R. 2596, the ‘‘Intelligence 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016,’’ for 
several reasons. 

I opposed the rule because Section 2 of the 
rule permits the House leadership to continue 
to be postponed through the legislative day of 
Thursday, July 30, 2015, further consideration 
of the motion to reconsider the vote by the 
House rejecting the Senate amendment to 
H.R. 1314, the ‘‘Trade Adjustment Act of 
2015.’’ 

I do not believe it is appropriate to com-
mingle in one rule subjects as complex, crit-
ical, and disparate as international trade pol-
icy, on the one hand, and authorization of In-
telligence community programs and activities, 
on the other. 

They should be considered separately, de-
bated separately, and voted on separately. 

Second, I also opposed the rule because 
the appropriations authorized by H.R. 2596 
are predicated on a continuation of the draco-
nian funding levels set by sequestration rather 
than more realistic and responsible limits to be 
negotiated and agreed to by the House and 
Senate. 

I agree with President Obama that prior to 
consideration of appropriations or annual au-
thorization bills, the House and Senate should 
first reach agreement on a fair and balanced 
budget framework that does not harm our 
economy or require draconian cuts to middle- 
class priorities. 

When applied to national security informa-
tion gathering, sequestration is harmful be-
cause it adversely affects the ability of the in-
telligence community to: provide strategic 
warning to decision-makers across all levels of 
government; improve collection technologies 
to exploit existing and future opportunities and 
increase resilience; provide cutting-edge tech-
nical analysis of counterintelligence, cyber, ad-
vanced weapons, and proliferation threats; to 
spur IC integration; and increase intelligence 
capacity by investing in critical information 
technologies. 

Third, I oppose the bill because it uses 
funds intended for Overseas Contingency Op-
erations (OCO) in a manner that is inappro-
priate. 

By ignoring the pre-negotiated terms regard-
ing war spending, H.R. 2596 seeks to take 
monies budgeted for war and defense and 
apply them to domestic defense while neglect-
ing other vital non-defense priorities of the 
American people. 

Specifically, the bill uses OCO funding to 
circumvent budget caps in defense and intel-
ligence spending and ignores the long-term 
connection between national security and eco-
nomic security and fails to account for vital na-
tional security functions carried out at non-de-
fense agencies. 

Finally Mr. Chair, I oppose H.R. 2596 on the 
merits because it contains a highly objection-
able ban on the use of funds to transfer any 
Guantanamo detainee into the United States 
or construct or modify facilities in the United 
States to house detainees transferred from 
Guantanamo. 

Also highly objectionable is the provision in 
the bill providing that nothing in the statute au-
thorizing the Privacy and Civil Liberties Over-
sight Board should be construed to allow that 
Board to gain access to information the execu-
tive branch deems to be related to covert ac-
tion. 

Mr. Chair, in this digital information age the 
federal government has at its disposal a 
wealth of resources that enable it to record, 
track, and monitor the daily activities of ordi-
nary law abiding citizens. 

The balance between liberty and security 
must be respected to preserve our way of life 
and the values that countless generations 
have fought to preserve. 

This includes taking precautionary measures 
to ensure that their lives are safe from emi-
nent danger and terrorist threats both domesti-
cally and abroad. 

I have long supported effective legislation 
that seeks to do this such as the bipartisan 
USA FREEDOM Act, which imposes nec-
essary limits on the bulk collection of tele-
communication metadata on U.S. citizens by 
American intelligence agencies, including the 
National Security Agency. 

Because I have long advocated greater di-
versity and inclusion in government con-
tracting and procurement, I am pleased that 
H.R. 2596 includes section 334, which re-
quires the Director of National Intelligence to 
submit a report to Congress regarding partici-
pation in contracting opportunities by women, 
minorities, veterans, and small businesses 
awarded by elements of the intelligence com-
munity for goods, equipment, tools, and serv-
ices. 

There are several other provisions in the bill 
that I support, including provisions: allowing 
the Department of Energy’s national labora-
tories to compete for homeland security 
grants; ensuring better understanding of FBI 
resource allocation against domestic and for-
eign threats, and the role of the FBI and DNI 
in countering violent extremism, particularly 
among young people; promoting greater over-
sight of the Intelligence Community’s relation-
ships with certain foreign partners; and giving 
intelligence support to the Ukraine. 

But, on balance, Mr. Chair, H.R. 2596 con-
tains more objectionable than salutary provi-
sions, and for that reason I cannot support the 
bill or the rule governing the terms of floor de-
bate. 

f 

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my frustration with the latest attempt to 
undermine the Affordable Care Act. I strongly 
support expanding access to quality, afford-
able health care for all Americans. Now, the 
Affordable Care Act isn’t perfect, but where 
problems arise in the law, we should work to-
gether to find solutions and fix them. But crip-
pling the law by cutting billions of dollars or 
robbing the Prevention and Public Health 
Fund is not a real solution. I’ve consistently 
opposed bills that would undermine or repeal 
the Affordable Care Act, and that’s why I can-
not support either H.R. 160 or H.R. 1190. 

I do not support the creation of the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board and believe 
that the medical device tax needs to be 
changed. I am committed to working with my 
colleagues to responsibly fund the vital pro-
grams under the ACA without stifling innova-
tion or slowing research and development. 
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Medical device manufacturers in Connecticut 
develop essential and lifesaving products that 
are critical to treating every patient whether in 
a physician’s office, a hospital, a nursing 
home, or in the field by emergency respond-
ers. They provide well-paying jobs throughout 
my district making products that are sold 
throughout our country and exported around 
the world. I will continue to call for the medical 
device tax to be responsibly replaced. 

f 

PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER 
SERVICE AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Smriti and Siddhant Ahuja for 
earning the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award for the third consecutive year. 

This prestigious award recognizes those 
who have taken action to positively serve the 
world around them. It is a great honor to earn 
this recognition once, but to receive the award 
three years in a row is outstanding. Smriti and 
Siddhant are currently juniors at Seven Lakes 
High School. Since age 4, these twins have 
spent countless hours volunteering and have 
worked hard to inspire others through commu-
nity service. We are extremely proud of Smriti 
and Siddhant, and thank their parents for con-
stantly encouraging a life of helping others. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Smriti and Siddhant Ahuja for earning the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award. We are 
excited to see where your service takes you. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEFFREY L. 
BAARSTAD 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Jeffrey L. Baarstad, 
an influential and respected educator who has 
been committed to the success of our commu-
nity, and has bestowed an immeasurable and 
remarkable quality of education upon students 
in Ventura County. 

For over a decade, Superintendent Baarstad 
has served the Conejo Valley Unified School 
District with an unwavering commitment to the 
education of over 20,000 students within 27 
schools throughout the district. The Conejo 
Valley Unified School District is an essential 
resource for many residents of Ventura Coun-
ty and is one of the top ranked school districts 
in California thanks to the dedication of out-
standing educators like Superintendent 
Baarstad. 

The Conejo Valley Unified School District 
serves as a beacon, which continues to lead 
the way towards a higher standard of quality 
education and academic success for countless 
children across our community. The work that 
the Conejo Valley Unified School District has 
accomplished, with Dr. Baarstad at its helm, 
has been recognized for its distinction by 
many national and state organizations. In 

2010, Dr. Baarstad became the Super-
intendent of Conejo Valley Unified School Dis-
trict, and only three years later was recog-
nized as Superintendent of the Year by the 
Association of California School Administrators 
for his outstanding work. 

Extraordinary educators like Superintendent 
Baarstad exemplify Ventura County’s commit-
ment to education. Although Superintendent 
Baarstad will be retiring from Conejo Valley 
Unified School District, he is leaving a signifi-
cant mark on public education throughout the 
region, and an immense impact on our com-
munity. I am certain his work will continue to 
inspire educators in their own commitment to 
providing an excellent education to students in 
Ventura County. 

For these reasons, I graciously thank Super-
intendent Baarstad for his unwavering dedica-
tion as an educator for the past 35 years. It 
has been my sincere pleasure to work with Dr. 
Baarstad, whose influence will extend to many 
future generations. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ISAIAH 
CROWELL 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and commend Isaiah 
Crowell, an outstanding football player and 
leader for the Cleveland Browns football team 
of the National Football League. Crowell will 
be hosting the Inaugural Isaiah Crowell Foot-
ball Camp on Saturday, June 20, 2015 at the 
A.J. McClung Memorial Stadium in Columbus, 
Georgia. 

Isaiah Crowell was born and raised in Co-
lumbus, Georgia, where he attended Carver 
High School. In high school, Isaiah excelled in 
football, track, and basketball. Upon gradua-
tion, Isaiah was a highly recruited athlete by 
the University of Alabama and the University 
of Georgia. In 2011, during a nationally tele-
vised conference, Isaiah chose to attend the 
University of Georgia. 

During his freshman season at UGA, Isaiah 
lead the football team with 850 rushing yards 
and five touchdowns, which led to him being 
named the SEC Freshman of the Year by the 
Associated Press in 2011. For his sophomore 
season, he transferred to Alabama State Uni-
versity where he was named the South-
western Athletic Conference Newcomer of the 
Year, after rushing for 842 yards and 15 
touchdowns. After two seasons, Isaiah fin-
ished fifth in Alabama State University’s his-
tory in points scored (160) and sixth in rushing 
yards (1,963). 

In the 2014 National Football League draft, 
Isaiah signed with the Cleveland Browns as 
an undrafted free agent. As a rookie, he made 
an immediate impact scoring two touchdowns 
in the season opener against the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. He finished his rookie season with 
eight touchdowns and over 600 yards. Isaiah 
will enter the 2015 football season as the 
starting running back for the Cleveland 
Browns. 

But more than being a remarkable athlete, 
Isaiah has been incredibly active in the com-
munities of Columbus, Georgia and Cleveland, 
Ohio and is dedicated to giving back to both 
communities. 

This weekend, Isaiah will be hosting a foot-
ball camp that is part of the USA Football 
FUNdamentals program in partnership with 
NFL Play60. This program introduces children 
to football by teaching basic skills in a fun and 
energetic environment. Certified clinicians use 
a series of drills to show passing, catching, 
and running skills in a non-contact setting. The 
purpose of this camp is to ensure that children 
are learning and having fun while being active. 

Isaiah was selected to bring this program to 
Columbus, Georgia, through the NFL Founda-
tion’s player grant program. The Columbus 
community is proud that Isaiah plans on mak-
ing this area a priority for his charitable efforts 
throughout his NFL career and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I have long said that in our 
area of Middle and Southwest Georgia, we 
have some of the best, the brightest, the most 
creative, and the most talented young people 
anywhere in the world. And Isaiah Crowell 
proves that beyond the shadow of a doubt! 
This young man is a true representation of 
what it means to triumph in the face of adver-
sity. Throughout his personal struggles, Isaiah 
has shown what it means to preserve and 
chase his dreams. I support Isaiah in his NFL 
career and I am immensely proud of the spirit 
of philanthropy that Isaiah is bringing to his 
local community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in recognizing and com-
mending Isaiah Crowell for his remarkable ac-
complishments as an athlete and for his gen-
erous heart and humble spirit as a philan-
thropist. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. GRANT JONES 
OF KUKURUZA GOURMET POPCORN 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Mr. Grant Jones, of 
KuKuRuZa Gourmet Popcorn of Seattle, on 
receiving the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion’s (SBA) Washington State 2015 Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year award. 

Today’s KuKuRuZa began modestly as Pop-
corn Pavilion in the garage of his father-in-law, 
Charles Brown. Shortly after, in 2011, Grant 
was approached by the original owners of 
KuKuRuZa with an offer to sell their business 
to Grant, who jumped at the opportunity. In 
just three short years, Grant, together with the 
strong support of his wife, Ashley, grew 
KuKuRuZa into a multimillion dollar inter-
national company. 

Since 2011, KuKuRuZa has expanded from 
one downtown Seattle location to 17 stores in 
Washington state and around the world. Dur-
ing this time, KuKuRuZa’s sales have in-
creased substantially; from $360,000 in its first 
year to $2.7 million by 2014. Much of this suc-
cess is due to strong demand for KuKuRuZa’s 
products and the company’s expansion into 
international markets, which include 13 stores 
in Japan, Korea, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. At 
the store location in Japan, for example, cus-
tomers are said to stand in line for up to two 
hours to purchase KuKuRuZa’s products. 

Despite its rapid growth into an international 
company, KuKuRuZa continues to put its con-
sumers first and strives to keep its ingredients 
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